Kirkin Insert April 2, 2006
The Background

Kirk is Scottish Gaelic for church, and a kirking is a ‘churching’ or a ‘blessing.’  Although plaids are worn throughout the world, only Scots wear the tartan.  Scots look on the tartan as a multicolored bit of wool.  To the Scots, a tartan is steeped in history, saturated with the blood of martyrs, and interwoven with sentiment and tradition.
A clan is a family, and Scots wear the tartan of their clans or families with pride and a sense of history.  Each Scottish tartan is distinctive, registered in Scotland and unchangeable.  Scottish literature referred to the tartan as early as the 1200s.

The English King prohibited the wearing of the tartans, the kilt, and the playing of the great highland pipes in 1746. This happened after the defeat of the clans and Bonnie Prince Charlie at Culloden Moor.  Anyone caught wearing the tartans or playing the pipes was put to a horrible death.  All Scots were required to make the following oath on pain of death.  The oath was enforced by an Act of Parliament on August 11, 1746.  The oath reads:

I swear, as I shall answer to God on the Great Day of Judgement.  I have not, and shall not have in my possession, any gun, sword, or arms whatsoever, and never use any tartan plaid or any part of the Highland garb and, if I do so may I be accursed in my undertakings, family and property, may I never see my wife, nor children, nor father, mother, or relations; may I be killed in battle as a fugitive coward and lie without Christian burial in a foreign land, far from the gravs of my forefathers and kindred; may all of this come upon me if I break this oath.

The repeal of this proscription or prohibition occurred in 1782.  This is a translation of the Gaelic proclamation:

This bringing before all the sons of Gael that the King and Parliament of Britain have forever abolished the act against the Highland dress that came down to the clans from the beginning of the world to the year of 1746.  This must bring joy to every Highland heart.  You are no longer bound down to the unmanly dress of the Lowlander.  This is declaring every man, young or old, commons or gentle, that they may, after this, put on and wear the trews, the little kilt, the doublet and hose, along with the tartan kilt, without fear of the law of the land or the jealousy of enemies.
The Kirking of the Tartans reflects a tradition of the Church of Scotland, the mother church of the Presbyterian Church.  The actual Kirkin of the Tartans was instituted by Dr. Peter Marshall in April of 1941 as a worship service to remember and honor those of Scottish blood  that have given so much in the centuries past.  This time of blessing reflects a far older tradition, that of the Old Testament practice of the annual renewal of the Covenant.  Once a year the people of God would come together, in one place, to renew their commitment to worship and to show obedience to God’s commandments.  At this time the entire book of Deuteronomy was read.  The people would receive blessings for obedience and cursings for disobedience.  They committed themselves and their families, their talents and treasures to worship and to serve the Lord for another year.

Following the lead of Dr. Peter Marshall the unified services of prayer spread to the British Isles by the St. Andrew’s Society in support of the British War Effort.  Thus the Kirkin of the Tartan comes to us today.

The Raising of the Tartans
The Convener calls for the Procession of the Tartans.  This is the official commencement of the Kirkin of the Tartans.
Leading the procession and carrying the Holy Bible into the Kirk is the Beadle.  This person was in charge of the Kirk’s copy of the Holy Scriptures.  This was a very high honor and carried many responsibilities including the safekeeping of the Kirk’s Bible.  In many small Kirks the Beadle had charge of the only copy of the Bible.  Elder Don Gibson is the Guard of Honor to the Beadle.  They stand, with the Convener, at the front, to receive the Parade.
Second to the Beadle and Guard of Honor comes the Piper.  The bagpipe is the national instrument of Scotland and dates from the early 1400s.  The music of the pipes has been heard on the battlefields of the world, at celebrations of coronations, weddings, and funerals.  It is one of the few musical instruments to be accorded the title of ‘instrument of war.’  Today it serves as the instrument of peace and grace from our Lord.
The Ministers come next in the procession.  Once the Bible has been placed in its cradle, the Beadle and the Guard of Honor escort the ministers to their places on the dais.  They take their place of honor on the dais.
The first banner in the procession is that of the Cross of St. Andrew, the true flag of Scotland.  It is in honor of the patron saint of Scotland – Saint Andrew.  This flag is carried by the President of the Society and accompanied by the First Lady of the Society who carries the Flag of the United States of America.  The Lion Rampant – the Royal flag of a free Scotland comes next carried by an honored member of the Society.  The procession continues with the various flags, banners, and indicators of the clans in attendance.  The President will proceed to take his place of honor on the dais.
During the ‘Raising of the Tartans’ the Convener and Guard of Honor will recognize each clan and tartan in attendance.  They will begin with the banners and kilts of the Scottish American Society in attendance.  They will next pass among all members of the Kirk to recognize those clans in attendance.  The celebration of the blessing is the culmination of this ceremony.
 The Board of Deacons Invite All to a Special Fellowship
“If after Kirk ye Bide a Wee,

There’s some would like to speak to Thee.

If after Kirk Ye rise and flee,

We’ll all seem cold and stiff to Ye.

The One that’s in the seat wi’ye,

Is stranger here than ye, maybe.

All here hae got their fears and cares:

And Ye your soul unto our prayers,

Be thou our Angel,

Be thou our Angel unawares.”

